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Research question: Should the death penalty be abolished?
Working thesis statement: The death penalty should be abolished because it is an inhumane, degrading, and cruel punishment that violates international law and standards.
Detailed Outline
1. Working Thesis in Introduction: The death penalty should be abolished because it is an inhumane, degrading, and cruel punishment that violates international law and standards.
A. Provide a description of the death penalty, its statistics, and the conditions that contribute to the death penalty.
B. Introduce the concerns of the death penalty: violation of international law and standards, inhumane punishment.
                    Source 1: Schabas, W.A. (1998) on International law and abolition of the death penalty.
                    Source 2: Mendez, J.E (2012) on the death penalty and the absolute prohibition of torture and cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment or punishment.
2. The death penalty is inhumane
A. Botched executions (The international human rights treaty)
B. Inhumane Lethal injection, chemical burns, and injuries
                     Source 1: Davis, M (2002) on a sound retributive argument for the death penalty.
                     Source 2: Davis, M (1990) on the death penalty, civilization, and inhumanness.
3. Effects of the death penalty on certain groups
A. Mentally challenged (5-10% mentally ill prisoners in the United States)
B. The poor (lack good representation)
C. People of color /racial groups (40% black prisoners).
                     Source 1: Beardsley et al. 2014 on disquieting discretion: Race, geography & the Colorado death penalty in the first decade of the twenty-first century.
                     Source 2: Wolfgang & Riedel (1973) on race, judicial discretion, and the death penalty.
4. The death penalty is a tool for control, not justice
A. Use of death punishment for non-lethal crimes such as drug-associated crimes, adultery, political crimes, or burglary.  
B. Use of death penalty for control and suppression.
C. Use of death punishment by corrupt government for their gains.
                     Source 1: Desilets, R.D. on death penalty: Might Does Not Make Right.
                     Source 2: Steiker C.S. & Steiker J.M. (2019) on The American Death Penalty: Alternative Model for Ordinary Criminal Justice or Exception that Justifies the Rule?
5. The death penalty is irreversible even after the revelation of new evidence
A. Final punishment that might affect innocent people
B. Discrimination
C. Inadequate representation
                     Source 1: Liebman, J.S. (2001) on New Death Penalty Debate: What’s DNA Got to Do with it.
                     Source 2: Taslits, A.E. (2004) on Daredevil and the Death Penalty.
6. The death penalty does not deter crime
A. Discriminatory and arbitrary
B. States with death rates have higher murder rates, for example, the American South.
                     Source 1: Bailey, W.C. (1974) on Murder and the death penalty.
                     Source 2: Van den Haag, (1984) on the death penalty once more.
7. Counterargument
A. Murderers’ human rights should be given up
B. The death penalty fits the crime: if you kill, you should also be killed
C. Giving a murderer the death sentence stops them from doing it again
D. Benefits to the society: putting off other killers.
                    Source 1: Soss, et al. (2003) on Why do white Americans support the death penalty
                    Source 2: Durham. Et al. (1996) on public support for the death penalty.
8. Conclusion
A. The death penalty is an inhumane, cruel, and degrading punishment.
B. Emphasize the need for its abolishment.
                     Source: Schabas, W.A. (1998). International law and abolition of the death penalty.










Reflection Question
1.  Learning to conduct research is important because it is a skill you will use both in academia and your professional life. It improves critical thinking and empowers you to find information for yourself. Consider the process of researching as a whole. What was the most challenging aspect of the process for you?
The most challenging aspect of the process that I experienced is the difficulty in searching for the appropriate sources for my research. It was an involving process that required a lot of time to search for specific information from the sources.
2.  The working thesis statement is a proposed answer to your research question. It should identify a debatable topic and take a position on one side of that topic. Analyze the effectiveness of your working thesis statement. (3-4 sentences)
My working thesis statement is a sentence that presented my one side opinion of the debatable topic. I backed up my working thesis statement by providing relevant reasons why the death penalty should be abolished. I gave various pieces of evidence as to why the death penalty is inhumane and why states should abolish it. 

3.  A detailed outline is an effective tool for laying out the progression of an argument. It allows you to consider the arrangement and organization of your ideas, as well as choose places to incorporate outside source materials. Review your detailed outline and summarize the argument you've presented.
My argument for the death penalty was that it should be abolished because of its inhumane, cruel, and degrading nature. I gave an introduction to the death penalty by giving its statistics in the US. I proceeded to give reasons why the death penalty should be abolished and completed by giving counterarguments for the death penalty. I concluded by emphasizing my stand on the need to abolish the death penalty. 
4.  You will use the same topic on three of the remaining Touchstones in this course. What kind of feedback would be helpful for you? What are specific questions you might have as you go deeper into the research process?

I would like to get feedback on the format or structure of organizing my essay. I believe my outline is clear but I am not sure of the structure to follow for my essay. I would also like some guidelines on APA formatting.

 

